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Community Forum on Underage Drinking a Success!

Bartram Trail High School hosted a Community Forum on Panel Recommendations
Underage Drinking on November 6. The evening provided

parents with valuable information from students and an expert
panel from the community on teen alcohol issues currently
affecting the northwest community.

In addition to an introductory overview of the dangers of |+ VLAV REIERTelN eI RERe[e]1g]e
underage drinking by Ms. Julia Kelly, PACT Prevention Coalition and who they are going with.

= Parents must believe that their
child could be drinking.

Coordinator, a panel of Bartram students answered scripted Being aware can take care of the
questions. The student panel confirmed that they all knew teens problem before it starts.

in their school that drink alcohol whether the drinking takes Parents are the number one tool in
place before or after school, on weekends, or at school events prevention and kids really do

like football games. listen.

The students all agreed that if they were at a party,
anywhere from 50-90% of the teens would be drinking. They said
that alcohol is easy for teens to get, whether getting it from a
parent’s home, an older sibling or friend or simply walking into a
store that is known not to check identification. They went on to

Model responsible behavior.

Set expectations and family rules.
Follow through on consequences
and be consistent.

say that parents are unaware of the extent of drinking going on in Parents need to understand that

this community by teens. Their advice to parents included drinking is not “a rite of passage”

knowing “where your child is going and who they are going with”, or give up and say “all teenagers

“meeting your child’s friends”, “being a parent not a friend - are going to drink”. Parents need

tough love will help keep their child from the dangers of to be the mom and dad. Just

underage drinking”, and “just keep talking to them”. because teenagers look grown up,
Each member of the community panel answered a they are not. They need the

guestion within their discipline. Pete Peaver, Dean at Bartram guidance from their parents.

Trail, confirmed that students are drinking at school and parents There is no such thing as “safe

are unaware that in most cases the alcohol they are drinking drinking”. Providing alcohol to

comes from the home. Nickie Gorce, Director of Student underage drinkers in your home is
Assistance Programs at EPIC Community Services stressed to not justification of making it
parents that binge drinking is a problem in this county, with St. “safe”, especially for a teenager
Johns County being above state average in both teen alcohol use whose brain has not fully
(teens drinking in the past 30-days) and binge drinking. Kids are developed.
drinking to get drunk.
Deputy TJ Williams, resource officer at Bartram Trail,
shared the disturbing truths that it is easy for kids to get alcohol
SEE BARTRAM PAGE 4
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Surviving the Teenage Years

October was a busy month for PACT and its member agencies.
On Thursday, October 25th, Murray Middle School hosted “Surviving
the Teenage Years”. Almost 60 parents and students attended this
presentation of the program. Murray administrators, faculty and
staff worked very hard to encourage parent attendance, utilizing
every communication method available. The parent survey was
positive with many asking for more presentations like “Surviving”.
Murray wasn’t the only middle school working to serve the - - | )
needs of parents during October. Gamble Rogers Middle School Jamie Baccari, St. Johns County Parks and
coordinated a presentation of “Surviving” with their fall open house. o eaion 306 FACT Tember dheusses o
By combining these two events, parents were afforded the bonus of  students from Murray.
prevention information to go along with
¥} academic updates from their children’s teachers. Approximately 75 parents
participated in some portion of the program; 45 attended the program and visited
¥ the booths while 30 only visited the booths.

F Both Murray and Gamble Rogers Middle Schools participate in the PACT-funded Olweus
'Bullying Prevention Program. The program is implemented by EPIC Community Services.

Red Ribbon Week

To celebrate Red Ribbon Week 2007, the Coalition participated in Pacetti Bay Middle School’s first
Red Ribbon celebration. Guidance counselor Barbara Seaton was pleased with the turnout of PACT
partners for the event at this new middle school and has scheduled a PACT parent program in March. The
students came through the fair with their social studies classes for all six periods of the day.

In addition to the eight agencies who participated, the St. Johns County Sheriff’s Office K-9 unit
officer, Justice the dog (and his handler), showed the audience that a friendly, drooling yellow lab can also
be a hardworking, well-trained drug officer who is always ready to sniff out drugs.

Member agencies were busy throughout this week participating in several school and community
based Red Ribbon activities.
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